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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at

4,30 p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tenth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. H HARRIS (North-East)
[4.35]: The legislative programwme fore-
casted in His Execellency’s Speech is limited
to about half a dozen Bills I presume
these will be the most imporiant to be sub-
mitted. From the Notice Paper of another
place, however, I observe that no fewer
than 15 Bills are down for second read-
ing. This being our Centenary year, refer.
ences bave been made throughout the Stiat:
to the achievements of its citizens; and I
think it proper to mention tha the residents
of the Eastern Goldfields propose to hoid
some interesting functions in order to mark
the occasion of the finding of the greatest
poldfield in the southern hemisphere. A
monuinent is being erected in the course of
the next forinight to the memory of the
finder of the Hannang field. Eastern Gold-
fields representatives would be very pleased
indeed if any members of this Chambe:
decided to participate in the celebrations.
‘Those hon, members would receive a cordial
welecome, The main functions will take
place between the 21st August and the 7th
September. My remarks ou the Speech will
be brief, and limited to two subjeets, the
first being the vedistribution of seats mea-
sures relating to both the Legislative As-
sembly and the Legislative Couneil.  The
Government, realising the importance of
amending Legislative Assembly boundaries
ad the necessity of preparing rolls for the
approaching general election, called a special
session of Parliament in order that the aun-
thorities might have at their disposal tho
necessary time to mske preparations, aud
also 10 enable the Government themselves
to fulfil a promise, made some years ago,
of placing representation on a more eqnit-
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able basis, The special session was held,
and during it the report of the Commission
who realloeated the boundaries as directed
by ancther Act was considered. Last ses-
sion’s Redistribution of Seats Bill, now an
Act, gives the metropolitan area 17 seats,
whereas is formerly liad 12, The measure
also reduces poldfields represeutation from
13 seats to 8, allows the agricultural areas
to retain 21 seats, and the North four. In
order that the Eleetoral Department could
give effeet to the decision of Parliament,
they undertook fo transfer the names of
electors from one district to another appro
priately, thus permitting of earlier publica-
tion of the rolls. The Redistribution of
Seats Act not having been proclaimed as
vet, the rolls for the new districts cannot yet
be compiled; but we have what are known
as provisional lists, in which the names of
the whole of the electors are tabulated in
alphabetical order. They will subsequently
have numbers attached to them. The pre-
sent Act dealing with redistribution of As.
sembly seats received only 13 votes from Gov-
ermmnent snpporters in another place, Had it
not been for the votes of the present Op
positicn, the measure would hardly have
reached this Chamber. However, we have
dealt with the redistribution as it was pre-
sented by the three Commissioners in their
report.  Immediately the measure had
passed, I interested myself to check the
names on some rolls with which I am ae-
guainted, my object being to test the number
of eleetors to be transferred from one dis-
trict to another. Tn two instances partien-
larly, the numbers were wide of the mark;
in other words, I conld not find the number
of electors who were to be transferred, as
having been already placed on the rolls.
Accordingly I decided to wait until the
printed lists were available, affording an
opportunity of checking. On final analysis
it may prove that the lists are quite all righ*
as regards numbers, but I quote these in-
stances where I had gone carefully through
the roll and had been unable to find the
numbers enrolled that it was anticipated
would he transferred from one electorate to
another. The result to date, is that the
Electoral Department have compiled a book
—here is a ecopy of it—which comprises the
lists of the 17 metropolitan electorates. No
numbers are placed against the names of
the electors. I have been sufficiently inter-
ested to count the numbers of electors with-
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in the respeetive boundaries of new districts,
and I am about to make a remarkable dis-
clusure. ‘The actual enrolments in the 12
metvopolitan seats—that is, according to
areas up to the 3lst December, 1928—was
111,027, The actual enrolments for the 17
new geats are indicated on the provisional roll
as 112,300, showing an increase of 1,273,
which may represent the natural inerease of
population, togetber wilth the placing on the
new roll of electors who were not formerly
enrolled, but who submitted claims as cards
were posted out by the Electoral Depari-
ment. The report of the Commissioners,
when submitted, fxed the quota for the
metropolitan area at 6,531. There was a
miniptum ot 20 per cent. less than the mean,
eyuivalent to 5,223, and alse n maximum of
7.837. Thus there was a marginal allowance
of 1,306, Now, the present Leederville
electorate is represented by the Minister for
Agriculture, Mr. Millington; and that elec-
torate has been roughly divided into two
electorates, namely, Leederville and Mt.
Hawthorn. Acvording to the Commis-
sioners’ report, which I am yuoting, Leeder-
ville was (,684 ahove the quota. Therefore
the Commissionters transferred from North
1’erth to Leederville 330 electors, and frans-
ferred to the Mavlands electorate—not from
it—1,293 electors. Then the Commissioners
transferred to the new district of Mt. Haw-
thorn 6,070 electors. In their report they
say that the anticipated enrolments from
Leederville were 6,202, and he anticipated
eurolments from Mt. Hawthorn 6,070. Those
figures can readily be checked by faking
Leedervitle with an enrolmeni of 13,215, and
adding 350, thereby making a fotsl of
13,565, and then transferring to Maylands
1,293, leaving a balance of 12,272, Trans-
terring 6,070 to Mt. Hawthorn leaves 6,202
for Leederville, as indicated in the Commis-
sioners’ report. I have gone carvefully
through the whole of the book of about
113,000 names, and I have discovered that
the Leederville electorate has 8,620 electors.
That is one half. In the Mt. Hawthorn
half there are 4,071 eleetors. Therefore the
Leederville electorate Lias 100 per cent. more
electors than its former balf, which repre-
sents the new electorate, In other words,
the Mt. Hawthorn electorate has 2,000 elec-
tors less than the queta fixed by the redis-
tribution Commissioners.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And Leederville has
2,060 more,
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Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The partioulars
are all set out in the printed volume. There
is a difference of 2,000 electors. There are
2,000 short for onc distriet, and 2,000 addi-
tional for the other.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Does that mean that the
lists have been wrongly prepared?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I do not say that,
Loter I am going to ask the Minister to
indicate to the House how the discrepancy
has arisen. 1f the 1,293 electors that were
transferred out of this district into May-
lands were added to the present enrolment
it would total 3,384, which would be just
139 over the minimum of 5,225. The elec-
tors of Leederville and of many other dis-
tricts also were astonished when they dis-
covered that the Minister representing that
distriet, who lives in the heart of Leeder-
ville, had transferred his allegiance to Mt.
Hawthorn, wheve he does not live. Obvi-
ously he transferred himself from 8,600
electors to 4,000 electors, which might be
termed a pocket borough.

The Honorary Minister:
that he knew that?

Hon. I5. 1. HARRIS: 1 suggest that some
other people knew something about this be-
fore T did. I have discovered this for my-
self. Of comrse in wy surmise I may be
quite wrong. But I will say that afier I
diseovered it I checked my figures and then
went aloug to the newly appointed Chief
Electoral Officer, ynoted the figures to him
and asked him what he thought of it. He
said the figures were correct. As T was get-
ting away by the train that day, [ asked a
friend of mine to call on the Commonwealth
Chief Electoral Officer, Mr. Way. Mr. Way
was not in the least bit perturbed. He said,
“0Of course there are a few there.” Follow-
ing the interjection of the Honmorary Min-
ister, I suggest that someone did know and
that maybe there iy a conspiracy of silence
on the part of the (Jovernment to sy nothing
about the huge discrepancy that has arisen
in the preparation of the rolls.

The Honorary Minister: That leaves guite
a nasty inference.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: 1 do not put it
forward as a nasty implieation. I think the
hon. member would not say there was no
member of the Government who until to-day
was unaware of the discrepancy in the rolle.
Burely that cannot be, for the officers of the
department all know of it.

The Honorary Mintster: Can you suggest
how it could have been avoided?

Do you suggest
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Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I suggest the boun-
daries were not properly lined out by the
Commissioners, or that the Commissioners
may have made an error. They may have
been given wrong informafion.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: If the Minister for
Agriculture diseovered a pocket borough,
you would not blame him for jumping into
it, would yon?

Hon. E, H. HARRIS: No. 1 might even
do the same thine myseif if {he opportunity
offered. But my opportunities in that direc-
tion seem to be very limited, for when the
redistribution of seats for the Council comes
along, T understand there will be a Dbig
chance of the province T represent being
eliminated, and I may be eliminated also.

The Honorary Minister: Are you suggest-
ing that the Minister for Agriculture knew
of this diserepancy?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: No, but I suggest
he might have known of it before I did.
At the moment it is a matter for conjecture
amongst thoughtful people as to how this
position has arisen.

The Honorary Minister: The Commission-
ers wonld be very interested in hearing your
remarks.

Hon. E. HL HARRIS : My remarks, I
take it, will be reported in ‘Hansard,”
where the Commissioners ean read them. I
do not think there is in my remarks any-
thing for the Commissioners to be offended
at.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Whatever the explana-
tion, you are merely stating a fact.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: That is so. 1 say
it regmires thorough investigation on the
part of the Government in order that they
may tell us how this position has arisen.
Moreover, the 212,000 electors of the State
have a right to ask the reason why this has
oceurred,

Hon. J. Cornell; We are told that in the
Yilgarn electorate there are some 1,200 elec-
tors over the mark. o

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Just now I am
dealing only with the metropolitan seats. If
these figures are {o stand, the redistribution
of seats is not as equitable as we considered
it to be. I do not know whether such a
thing has happened before. Possibly nonme
of us has been sufficiently interested to go
through the names of so many thousands of
electors and check them over.

The Honorary Minister: I do not think
the hon. member has had time to do that in
this instance,
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Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I can assure the
Minister that I did go through the lot. More-
over, I went through half of them againm,
and then handed them over to a friend of
mine to check the sections in which I found
the discrepancy. After he had done so, he
told me that my figures were right, and I
then went to the Electoral Department.
The Act bax not yet heen proclaimed
and so whatever the discrepancy. it
cannot be amended until after its pro.
elamation T understand the Aect s not
going to be proclaimed umtil after this
session of Parliament has closed. Now there
is another amazing feature, regarding the
boundaries. They are determined as outlined
in the Commissioners’ report, which is indi-
cated by a plan of the electorates attached
to each of the provisional rolls, and in the
plans at the back of the Commissioners’ re-
port. The dividing line between Leedervilie
and Mt. Hawthorn electorates, I am assured
hy residents who live there and who traversed
with me the route following the subdivision
of the boundaries, runs straight through the
Home of the Good Shepherd. That is a very
remarkable thing. 1 think our three good
shepherds, the Commissioners who drafted
this, have led us astray and have themselves
wandered from the path. [ do not know
how that might be accounted for.

Member: You mean to say that one-half
the Home of the Good Shepherd is in one
electorate and the other half in another elec-
torate?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: That is so. It ig
customary to have the boundaries following
rivers and roads, but not to go through
buildings. Yet I am assured that in this
case it does pass through that building. Bv
the way, electors are enrolled for where
they live; that is to say, where they sleep.
So one elector sleeping ai one end of that
building might bave a vote for Mount
Hawthorn, while another elector sleeping
at the other end of the building wonld have
a vote for Lecderville. Furthermore, the
boundary line between the Leederville elec-
torate and the Subinco electorate runs
through the centre of the St. John of God
Hospital.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: That is a coinei-
denve,

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: Tt is indeed a co-
incidence. There is the Home of the Good
Shepherd on one side of Leederville, and
the St. John of God Hospital on the other,
and the boundary lines run through them
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hoth. A friend of mine who knows the
distriet rather intimately has given me this
explanation: He said, “According to this
veport, the boundary line should run along
Salvado Road. But some years ago a por-
tion of Salvado Road was closed and the
land was vested in the city council. Sub-
sequently that land, or part of it, was
vested in the hospital anthorities, and since
then some huildings have been erected on it.”
Therefore, it would look as if the boundary
line were made to follow a road that has
ceased to exist. 1 am assared that it is
so. This raises a sidelight that might in-
terest some of those who contested the
Lahour selection ballots in the Leederville
and Mount Hawthorn distriets. I under-
stand it can he seid that, roughly, the
unionists in that Labour stronghold would
be fairly equally divided between the two
districts, and I have been assured that only
those residing within the boundaries, as in-
dicated by the plan, were allowed to voie
in each of the selection ballots. It woulid
therefore seem that ihere was a two to one
vote in the Leederville electorate, as against
the number in Mount Hawthorn, hecanse of
the disparity in the numbers between the
two electorates.

Hon, B. H, Gray: Why talk rabbish like
that?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The hon. member
cannot side-frack me so easily. If there
are 8,000 electors in the one district and
4,000 in the other, and if you say to the
unionists, “If yon are inside a certain boun-
dary yon will vote there,” we must have
some voting in the 8,000 electorate and
others voting in the electorate with only
4,000.

Hon, E, H. Gray: Bat if you were in
the hospital—

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I am not talking
about those in the hospital, but about those
who are out of it, and the hon member
knows it. Possibly he may be able to ex-
plain this, but I have never known it
happen before: When selection ballois are
teken by the Labour Party they announce
the results secured at the respective ballot
boxes, but in this instance—whether it waa
to suppress the information I do not know
—there was a mere announcement that John
Smith had won this seat and Bill Jones an-
other. That was the only information pub-
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tished in the I’ress when the results of the
selection hallots were given.

Hon. E, H. Gray: Certain ﬁqures wera
given.

Hon. E, H. HARRIS: The total ﬁgures
were given in one or two instances, but in
others the results at the respective boxes
did not appear. :

The Honorary Minister: Of what intevest
would they be to the hon. member?

Hon. E, H. HARRIS: I do not know
that they would interest me more than {fo
s¢e the curiosity that might be arousel
among the defeated ecandidates. Do not
forget that we have had the drama of slid-
ing panclled ballot boxzes before to-day.

Hon. G. Praser: Not in tlns State.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: No, but what has
happened in this State can equal anytbing
that has happened elsewhere. I suggest that
those interested in the ballots, when they
discovered the discrepaney in the bound-
aries might he very keen ahout it and set
ahout demonstrating that had that seetion
in the adjacent digtrict been in the other
electorate, as it should have been, the resuit
might have been quite different.

Hon. W. J. Mann: We may not have
hud ballot boxes with sliding panels in this
State, but have we not had boxes disappear
altogetherd

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: We have had some
very interesting incidents. There are 33 more
roils to be compiled. I mention this so
that members in another place may hear
of it, for as late as this afternoon I
learnt that in the Greenough electorate the
quota will be considerably exceeded. Though
the roll is not yet available, the folk in
the distriet say there will be a big number
of electors over and above the gquota, and
even above the mazimum.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Did the Country Party
make the investigation

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I believe they did,
and with very good results, equal in faet
to mine. T am told also that the Beverley
distriet will exceed its qunta by a large
number, whilst in the York distriet the fig-
ures mll be considerably below the quota.
There, T understand, it will take them all
their time to reach the minimum.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Whom do you blame?

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: I want the Gov-
ernment to tell me; they cannot blame
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Eidgar Harris, thenk God! If there are such
discrepancies in .the compilatien of the As-
sembly rolls, we shall find ourselves in a
similar position in regard to the provingces.

Hon. J. Cornell: There must be a di.-
crepancy there toe.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: That is what T
am pointing ouf.

Hon. H. Stewart: It should be a good
thing to allow the houndaries to remain as
they are.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I am going to ask
the Chief Becretary directly when it is pro-
posed to introduce the Bill, and from what
date it is intended it shall operate.

Hon. J. Cornell: Are you very anxious?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS : No, becanse [ shall
net be a candidate next May. I we have
any regard for what has happened in the
past, then if anyone should feel anxious,
it should be the Chiet Secretary. IE there
is anything in the suggestion that is loat-
ing about, the North Provinee whieh, ror
many years, has boasted of only 404 ov 5u0
eleetors. will be brought down to the vie-
inity of Wilana. But it we have regard
{o the redistribution of the Assembly houn-
daries, it lovks as if the provinee I repre-
sent will be limited to two Assembly elec-
torates, pocket-handkerehiel electorates
they might be called, a square mile in ex-
tent. I ask the Chief Secretary whether it
is the intention of the Government to in-
troduee a Bill to permit of the early com-
pitation of the rolls for the Council elee-
tions to be held in May? 1t was neeces-
sary to give ample time to the Elecloral
Department to compile rolls for the As-
sembly, We are uow in August and there
are 17 Billt on the Notiee IPaper of an.
other place, but there is no reference what-
ever to the one relating to the amendment
of the Counecil bonndaries. If 12 months
is to be allowed for the compilation of the
JAssembly rolls, and bear in mind that en-
rolment there is ecompulsory, how much
more necessary is it for us to have ample
time for the preparalion of our rolls alter
the boundaries have heen altered? [ suy-
gest that some members of this House will
probably bave half their provinees fakeu
from them, and perhaps they muy have
other provinces thrust on them. How im-
portant is it, therefore, that there should
be adeguate time for the preparation of
rolls, and to move about {he altered pro-
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vinces. If it is intended that the Bill shall
operate from the npext elections in May,
I say that there will not be time to per-
mit that to be done., That is why I soggesl
to the Chief Secretary, as one interesiud
in the forthcoming elections, that he shouiu
agree o the postponement of the proelama-
tion of the Aect, after it passes, for a
period of two years.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Better make it four
years.

Hon. E. H, HARRLS: If the boundaries
are amended, the memwbers of this Chan-
ber should have extended to them privi-
leges similar to those that were accorded to
members of the Assembly. Members of
another place have had 15 months to pre.
pare for the election and by now all are
familiar with thewr new boundaries. [If
the Bill is rushed through during this ses-
sion, we shall have barely six months in
which to make ourselves familiar with the
altered boundaries.

Hon. J. Curnelt:
three months.

Hon. E. H. HARII'S: The representa-
tives of the South and the North-East Pro.
vinees should know what is going to hag-
pen, because five Assembly seats on the gold-
fields have been lost, and that nwmber
has been added to the mefropolitan area.
Tt looks as if one of those provinces will
he eliminated, or perbaps the two will be
amalgamated. Should that he so, we shall
be eonfronted with the position that fur-
ther centralisation of representation will
take place if the metropolitan area has au-
other provinee added. I await with in-
terest the presentation of the Bill having
for its objeet the redistribution of 1he
boundaries. I think it will interest mer:-
hers of this House even more than the re-
distribution of lasl session interested mem-
bers of another place. I wish to make a
few remarks with regard to the mining in-
dustry. Anyone who hax reeognised the
value of the mining indnstry for itself
will admit that it has been the means of
attracting eapital and population. The in-
dustry has experienced a very trying time
in recent years, and the story we hear
from day to day is that high costs is one
of its chief trounbles. A bigher erade of
ore has had {o bhe treated, thus lessen-
ing the value of ore remaining in the
mines. In 1027 the State's averace value of
ore treated was 19.32s.; in 1928 the averace

We shall have harely
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was 51184. On the Eastern Goldfields,
where 70 per eent. of the guld i produced,
the average value treatéed in 1927 was
53.47s. and in 1928 it was 58.64s., the high-
est we have had for very many years.
Whilst much has been done to assist the
industry, we have failed to arrest the de-
cline of gold production. Referring to the
considerably increased costs, I might quote
a recent statement made by the Premier
who admitted that the costs were too high
and who added that the Commonwealth
was living on its primary industries. The
{“West Australian’’ in a leading article
said, ¢ Primary production is the rock of
our economie foundation and Australian
prosperity has always been dependeni on
its primary producers.’”’ Those words are
fruae.

Hon. W. T. (flasheen: We have been
saying that for the past 25 years.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Awards have been
given in some of the principal industries
but not in all. On the Eastern Goldfieids,
where 70 per cent. of the gold is produced,
we have reached the stage when the basic
wage of £4 7s., declared by the court, ean-
not be sustained.

Hon. H. Stewart: Why?

Hon. E. H. HARRILS: Becanse the in-
dustry e¢annot afford to pay it. In a salu-
brious elimate like that of Albany, where
the hon. member comes from, the basice
wage is £4 7s. a week, hut on the gold-
fields it is £4 5s., even as far as Wiluna.
It looks as if very soon there will be no
one working in the industry, and then gold
praduction will go out. An unparallelled
sitnation has arisen regarding the basic
wage, In pursuance of the Arbitration
Act of 1925 the court is under an obliga-
tion to defermine and declare on or before
the 14th June the baste wage to be paid
to adult male and female unskilled work-
ers others than the aged and infirm. For the
years 1926-27 to 1928-29 the basic wage
was fixed for males at £4 5s, which is
14s. 2d. a day, and £2 5s. 11d. for females,
to apply throughout the State. On the
Atk June, 1929, the court declared the
basic waze to be, for males £4 7s, equal
to 14s. 6d. a dav, and £2 7s. a week for
females and a new departure was brouzht
in by the proviso which reads—

Provided that in the following arras,:—

Yilgam, Coolgardie, Broad Arrow, Dundas,
Fast Coolgardie, North Coolgardie, North-
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East Coolgardie, Mt. Margaret, Esst Mar-
chigson goldfielde and Northamptom mining dis-
trictd; Murchisow, Yalgde, Peak Hill, and Gas-
coyne golifields, the basic wage to be paid to
adult male and female workers shall be us fol-
lows:—Adult males, £4 5s.; adult femalea, £2
33, 11d.

The Court indicaled thut an inquiry would
be held as to what was considered a fair
basiec wage for the goldfields, as they are
antitled to do, and they are still conduoct-
ing their investigations on those lines.
The Miners' Union on the goldfields rited
the companies in an endeavour to secure in-
ereased  wages in 1927 and the (uestion
whether the indastyy could afford to pay »
higher rate was investigated. As a result,
the prevailing rates at the time were con-
finued and they obtain to-day. I propose
to guote some remarks hy Mr. Justice
Ixwyer on this peint.  After refurring to
the fact that the (ourt had te satisfy itself
regarding the financial position of the in-
dustry, he said—

In pursnanee of this, Inspector Jueffery of
the Audit Department went to Kalgoorlie, and
after investigating thoronghly the accounts of
the mining companies, submitted to the eourt 2
very able report as to their financial econdi-
tion. Tt is not the intention of the coart 1o
publish his repert. It will be sutieient v suy
here that it satisfied the members of the court
that no increase in the present wage voull be
granted, and no improvement in the pregent
conditions involving incrensed cxpenditure hy
the mming companies could be made, Without
causing jnjury to the industry, which wouldl
he uwudoubtedly reflected in loss of employment
to workers on the mines, and ineidentally, luss
of cmpleyment to workers in various other
avocations in Kalgoorlie and Boulder, Thero-
fore, in the interests of the industry snd of
the workers and of the people of Kalgoorlic
aud Boutlder, and the community as a whole, the
court decided to accept Mr, Hamilton’s sog-
gestion, and to embody in its award, with a
few slight modifications, which will be referred
to subsequently, the wages and eonditions now
obtaining.

That ix what the President said when do-
livering the Miners’ Award in 1927, Mr,
Somenville, the workers' representative on
the Arhitration (owrt hench, concurred in
what the President said. and in the evurse
of his remarks we find the following—

We have to decide Wwhat i best to do for
the present and foture, The union ask in their
applieation that wages be increased by ap-
proximately 25 per eent., and the confidential
report which the eourt has obtained from a
competent and impartial public official, con-
vinces me that to agree to the union’s apph-
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cation would imniediately make somethinyg like
1,400 members of the Miners' Union unem-
ployed . . . . Judging by our experienee in
the past as to the numbers of people whose
sustenance depended upon each miuer, 1 give
it 23 a conservative estimate that te aceede fo
the Union’s request for an inerease of pay
would deprive 800 people of their means of
living . The rank and file of the men
have keard these eompunies for so many years
raiging the ery of “‘wolf’' when there was 1o
wolf, that they may now believe the present
threat of fingueinl collapse is a3 cumpty as it
wus 20 years sitee; but I assure them it is not
s0, and that an unwise deeision in this case
would paut 9 per cont, of them amongst the
unemployed.

Subsequently he said—

Ho as the workers’ representative, I find my-
self face to face with a grave problem which
may be summarised as follows:—The econfi-
dential report from a competent and impartal
Government ollicial convinces me that the plen
of inability to continue working the mines if
costs are increased, is not the DLinff the men
Lelieve it fiaa bLeen in the past, but is @n im-
minent probability. The finuncial positien is
such that at any time all but o few of the
men may find themsclves unemploved.

The eourt manimously turned down the pro-
posal for increased wages. The basic wage
hus heen inrreqved by the comt lo £4 7s. for
every other part of Western Australia ex-
cept the goldfields and the north-eastern
distriet of the Murchison, where the basie
wage, for the time being at any rate, is
£+ 53, That court practically told the
Miners’ Union that uunless the financial po-
sition alters, it cannot grant any increased
wages,

Hon. H. Seddon: Can you tell us why the
court is holding the inguiry now?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: No, The Aet says
that the eourt shall make an inquiry onece
& year and declare the hasic wage. The cowrt
held the ingmiry, but did not include any
hasic wage. The question of wages is deter-
mined by the statistieal fizures that apply
to the goldfields area. It is remarkable
that the court should hold the investigation
11 months before their decision can coam:
inte operation,  Either the conrt is 13
months too early or else it iz one month too
late in making the investigation. If such
an inquiry were held in Perth in Angust to
determine the wape to operate from July
of the following year, I venture to assert
that industrialists in the metropolitan area
would have something drastic to say regard-
ing the holding of an inquiry so far ahead
of the time when the determination ecould
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vperate. Yot that ix the pusition regard-
ing the workers un the eastern goldiields!
They marde application to the court for u
revision aud the court found that the costs
itnposed npon the industry were snel that
they coulld not give the men the considern-
tion they were entitled to. 0Of course suen
o decision affects not only those engaczed in
the mining industry bhut the whole of the
wutkers emploved on the goldfields, The
court painted out that faet. The hasie wagre
decision for the time heing has affected all
the men working on the railways in thai
particular purt of the State, and also men
engaged by the Government and private
people in various directions.

Hon, J. J. Holmes:
to that sooner or later. The endeavour hax
been to pay the men for what they
eat and wear, not for what they earn.

It must come hack

Hon. E, H, HARRIS: We arve gettinge
back to the econsideration of what the in-
dustry ecan pay in this instance. Appar-
ently we have reached the stage at which
skilled and unskilled workers will leave the
industry and seek posilions in connection
with secondary industries, where increased
vosts can be passed on. Tn the primary
industries the amount paid to <hilled men
represents their margin above the basie
wae.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: Do you think the
rate sought could be paid if pierework
were universai?

Hon, E, H. HARRIS: I should sav that
85 per cent. of the men employed in
mining are on piecework. On the other
hand there is 2 eclanse in the industrial
aprcement that provides that should any
of the men engaged in the mining industry
employ a man, that man shall be paid not
less than the hasic wage. It ix a pity that
skilled men will be forced {o leave the -
dustry because they ¢annot be paid an ade-
quate wage. That is an unenviable position
for such men to he in. If a man is a cow-
petent worker but the industry eannot pay
him the wage he is entitled to and give him
fair consideration, that worker will be ecom-
pelled to seek employment in other indus-
tries. It is also interesting fo note that
from time to time the members of the Ar-

hitration Court have expressed a desire
for further information. They have
complained of the panveity of indus-

trial statisties that will enable them ade-
quately to fix the hasic wage. They are
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now hound by the figures issued by the Com-
monwealth Statistician. That has been the
method adopted ever since the appointment
ot My, Justice Dwyer as President of the
Court. Here is an extract from the “In-
dustrial Gazette” in which 3Mr. Somerville,
dealing with this point, said—

This complaint, as to the paueity of indus
trial statisties, is now Dbeing voiced by all
whose duty it is to investigate industrinl ques-
tions. So soon as the mere fringe of the sub-
Jeet is penctrated one enters a region of
mystery and obseurity.

After making further references to the
subject, Mr. Somerville concluded—

I hope I have made my contention eclear,
The trade unionists will not, I hope, delude
themselves with the belief that hy sufficient
search the information on these two subjects—
productivity and at what age does a child
vease to become a partial charge against the
parent’s earnings—could have been obtained.
The information does not axist, or if it ean
he 8aid to exist, it is not at present nvailable.
Before it can be available legislation is neces-
sary as well as increased collertions, tohula-
tion and analysis. The interests of the trade
uhionists and the commuunity require this to he
entered upon without delay.

That was the statement made by Mr. Somer-
ville in the course of the declaration hy
the court regarding the basie wage inguiry
for 1928-20. The court made an appeal
to the Government to provide some statis-
tics whereby the court could more ade-
guately fix the basic wage than was possible
under conditions that obtained at that time.
So far as I know the Government have
done nothing to give effect to the desires
of the court. The Govermment claim to
represent the section of the community that
is erving out for this reform. It is time
the Government indicated why they have
not acceded to the eourt’s request. The
costs imposed upon the mining industry
have been such that it was impossible for
the companies to pay the hasic wage. The
tlotation process seems to be the only pos-
sihle salvation of the industry, and I under-
stand that the process is to he demonstrated
in a practical way on a big seale at Wiluna
when the plant is erected there, and also
when alterations are made to the existing
plant at the Lake View and Star Mine.
Every assistance that ean pessibly be given
to the indnstry should be extended. Under
the heading of “Miners’ Phthisis,” there is
s brief reference in the Governor's Speech
to the amount of money spent in assisting
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men suifering from that disease. Dealing
with that suhjeet last night Mr. Seddon
commented on the unfortunate position of
men who had worked in the industry for
20 vears but Lhad not worked for an em-
ployer. Those men are not entitled to
compensation. T regard that as most un-
fortunate; those men should be entitled to
receive some compensation. There is one
point that T do not think Mr. Seddon made
quite clear. 1 refer to the differentiation
hetween the self-reliant worker, the man
who will go inte the bush and work on a
mining aven Ffor himself and who does not
rely upon wages but seeks to meke a liveli-
hood in that way, and the man who always
relies on an employer for work. Should
the former type of mun reach a stage ai
which he cannot eontinune, he has ne pro-
teetion under the existing law. He cannot
secure compensation, whereas the man who
always leans upon an employer is in a mueh
more fortunate position,

Hon. J. Cornell: And that man is not in
a position to engage in progpecting.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: He is prevented
from going on a mining lense at all. One
pleasing feature of the departinental re-
porte is indieated in the review of the sta-
tisties regarding wen suffering from miners’
phthisis, The figures indicate a smaller per-
centage of men affected during the last year
or two than formerly. Perhaps that is an
indication of the results following upon the
removal from the mines of men suffering
from the disease. Naturally we are delighted
at that. Another subject under that head-
ing refers to the prospecting of the Kim.
berley eountry. T have not much knowledge
of what has happened beyond the few para-
grapbs published in the Press, which con-
tained very limited information, but it seems
that the Minister has agreed to parcel out
the whole of the Kimherley district in huge
areas by granting concessions to some per-
son, company or syndicate for prospecting
purposes. The terms mder which the con-
cessions were granted and whether the pub-
lic had an opportunity to know they wers
being thrown open for the purpose, I know
not. In 1923, when My, Seaddun was Min-
ister for Mines and he only suggested tak-
ing the auriferous area of the State, cutting
it into sections like a draughthoard and giv-
ing a person the right to prospect anywhere
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in the area for a limited period, there was
g storm of disapproval. Members who com-
prise the present Government expressed
themselves as being strongly opposed to
what they termed a monopoly. It wonld
he interesting to know the exaet terms under
which these eoncessions—if they are conces-
sions—huve Dbeen granted in the Kimberley
distriet. I hope the Minister will give ns
some information. If is stated in the an-
nnal report that Dr. Stillwell, a highly
skilled Federal oflicer who was loaned to
this State, has completed a geological sur-
very and submitted a valuable report on the
Golden Mile. TIn the ordinary course of
events his report would be embodied in the
annual report of the department and would
not be published for another 12 months. If
it ig available, I ask the Chief Secretary
to have it laid on the Tabie of the Houge
in oxrder that members interested in the min-
ing industry might have an opportunity to
peruse it now, and not have to wait for
another year until it is included in the de-
partment’s annual report. I suppert the
motion,

On motion hy Hon.
adjourned.

A. Lovekin, debate

House adjonrned at 3.3 pom.

Aegislative Hosembly,

Thursday, 13th Angust, 1229,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTION—WYNDHAM MEAT
WORKS.

Ltre-stocl: manager.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Minister re-
presenting the Chief Seeretary: 1, Do the
{iovernment intend to call applications fur
the position of live-stock mansger at the
Wyndham Meat Works? 2, If so, how
will the vacancy be advertised, and what
qualifieations are needed by prospective can-
didates?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, It has not Dbeen considercd
necessary, 2, The General Manager has al-
ready made a recommendation and amonz
the qualifieations eonsidered necessary are
knowledge of stoek and of the business side
of pastoral pursuits.

BILL—MINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER TOR MINES (Hou.
8. W, Munsie—Hannans) [-+.35] in moving
the second reading said: There is no need
for me to say a great deal in justification
of the Bill. It eomprises two elauses and
the prineiples dealt with are vital. The
first amendment seeks to include in the
Mines Regulation Act provision for whar
has heen the praetiee of the mining in-
dustry for many years. I refer to the M-
hour week for work underground, The
Mines Regulation Aet contains a seetion
which preseribes that the working week
shall he one of 48 bhours. I have been in
Western Anstralia for 321% years and during
the whole of that time the 48-hour weck
has not heern worked in our mines. For
practically the whole of the time I workel
in the mines 47 hours were recognised s
a week's work. We had five shifts of
eight hours and on Saturduy one shift of
seven hours. On the Ist Mareh, 1918, the
Arbitrution Court isswed an award eover-
ing the whole mining industry and it in-
¢loded a provision for a 44-hour weck.

Hon. (. Taylor: Did that apply to sur-
face hands.

The HONQORARY MINTSTER: Yex, I
admit that at the time it was stated the
altered period to constitute a week's work
would cause great ineonvenience in the
mining industry. It is possible that at the



